Does a barbiturate drug given in lethal dose enter the cornea?
We wished to see whether sodium phenobarbital (one of the commonest drugs used to commit suicide) given in a lethal dose would enter the cornea. Guinea pigs and rabbits were killed with an overdose of the drug. Using gas chromatography we were able to detect the drug not only in the vascular ocular tissues and the intraocular fluids but also in the avascular tissues such as the cornea.